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Social context 
 Expansion of places registered for gambling, 
especially sports betting  
 Croatian Law on Games of Chance (2009.) 
 Sports betting is illegal for minors (<18) 











Everyday experience and clinical practice imply that 
legislation is not being implemented properly 
Frequency of REGULAR gambling 




Sports betting 19,0% 
Slot machines 6,2% 



















Aims of this research 
1. to explore how  often high-schools students bet on 
sports results 
2. to explore how often adolescents who participate in 
sports betting play other games of chance 
3. to explore how many high-school students report that 
their parents and friends play games of chance 
4. to explore the acceptability of gambling by family 
members 
5. to explore their severity of psychosocial consequences 
Sample 
N = 1.952 
 













Participated in sports 
betting at least once in 
their lifetime 
1x per week 
or more 
often 
Sample - age & gender 
M = 16.73 
SD = 1.142 
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
77.80% 22.20% 
MALE FEMALE
Sample - frequency & gender 
χ² = 87.02 




Gambling Activity Scale 
(Ricijaš, Dodig, Huić, Kranželić, 2011) 
Intensity of Gambling on 15 Games of 
Chance (yes or no; if yes - how often?) 
Canadian Adolescent Gambling Inventory  - 
CAGI  
(Tremblay, Wiebe, Stinchfield & Wynne, 2010) 
Gambling Problem Severity Subscale 
(GPSS) Score 
Specific questions about gambling activities 
of close friends and family members 
 According to your findings, how often at 
least one of your friends play games of 
chance? 
  Do your family members play these 
games of chance at least once a month? 
  Do your parents know that you 
gamble/bet? 
  Do you sometimes play one of these 
games with your parents? 
RESULTS 
Intensity of sports betting 
& other games of chance, Mann-Whitney Test 






























Canadian Adolescent Gambling Inventory (CAGI) 




























GPSS & intensity of sports betting  
RED LIGHT YELLOW LIGHT GREEN LIGHT 
Χ²=190.579; p<,001 





Parents’ and peers’ gambling 
activities 
Fathers’ gambling activities 
Do your parents know that you gamble? 
Do you sometimes gamble with your parents? 
Intensity of sports betting 
& peers’ gambling frequency, Mann-Whitney Test 














































HAS FRIENDS WHO  
FREQUENTLY 
PARTICIPATE IN 
GAMES OF CHANCE  
Research in practice 
What we know? 
 
 Gambling is available and 
accessible in Croatia 
 Social acceptability of 
gambling  
 Sports betting is the most 
popular gambling activity 
 It is correlated with other 
risky gambling activities 
 Possible influence of family 
factors 
 Important role of peers 
What we did? 
 
 Prevention program “Who really 
wins?” 
 Pilot - 2 high-schools in 
Zagreb (N=120) 
 Evidence based on research 
results and priniciples of 
successful gambling prevention 
practice 
 Evaluation in progress 
 Dissemination planned for 
school year 2013./14.  
Thank you for your attention! 
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